
Source of referral 

-Local optician GOS 18 for Cataract 

-GP referral for cataract 

-Diabetic screening failure – found to have cataract 

Referral to Community Cataract pathway using 

template referral form 

- PMH 

- Medical list and allergies 

Cataract diagnosed 

Patient counselled -  pre/post op advice  

Patient happy to proceed 

Patient has cataract surgery 

Discussion with patient about options regarding refractive 

outcomes 

IOL chosen documented clearly on assessment form  

Patient on waiting list 

Biometry done by trained staff 

Consent form signed (?GPSI to consent) 

Not  for surgery 

(Clinical decision or 

patient choice) 

 

Discharged back to GP 

with local optician follow 

up advice 

List for second 

eye surgery (if 

appropriate) 

Patient discharged back to GP 

and local optician  

Discharge letter sent 

Surgical complications -> then 

hospital follow up 

OPSI or GPSI review 

-history 

-examination – including dilated retinal 

examination, IOP etc 

-counselled on cataract surgery (risks/benefits) 

PILS given “High risk” patients 

-only eye 

- Pseudoexfoliation 

-Flomax treatment etc 

Refer for Consultant 

opinion 

OPSI post op check 

Patient 

presents 

GPwSI level 

intervention 

GP level 

intervention 

Alternative 

Outpatient 

Service 

Acute 

hospital  
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CATARACT REFERRALS  

OPH-1 Protocol and Pathway – Ophthalmology Specialty (14/03/2011) 


